purge ourselves of hatred. Speaking for myself I can say that I have
never felt any hatred. As a matter of fact I feel myself to be a
greater friend of the British now than ever before. One reason is
that they are today in distress. My very friendship therefore demands
that I should try to save them from their mistakes. As I view the
situation they are on the brink of an abyss. It therefore becomes
my duty to warn them of their danger even though it may, for the
time being, anger them to the point of cutting off the friendly hand
that is stretched out to help them. People may laugh, nevertheless
that is my claim. At a time when I may have to launch the biggest^
struggle of my life, I may not harbour hatred against anybody. The
idea of taking advantage of the opponent's difficulty and utilizing
it for delivering a blow is entirely repugnant to me.
*                    *                      *
There is one thing which I would like you always to keep before
your mind. Never believe that the British are going to lose the war.
I know they are not a nation of cowards. They will fight to the
last rather than accept defeat. But suppose, for strategic reasons
they are forced to leave India as they had to leave Malaya, Singapore,
and Burma what shall be our position in that event? The Japanese
will invade India, and we shall be unprepared. Occupation of India
by the Japanese will mean too the end of China and perhaps Russia.
I do not want to be the instrument of Russia's and China's defeat.
Pandit Nehru was only today describing to me the wretched condi-
tion of Russia. He was agitated. The picture he drew still haunts
me. I have asked myself the question, 'What can I do to help
Russia and China?' And the reply has come from within, 'You
are being weighed in the balance. You have in the alchemy of
Ahimsa a universal panacea. Why don't you give it a trial? Have
you lost faith?' Out of this agony has emerged the proposal for
British withdrawal. It may irritate the Britishers today and they"
may misunderstand me; they may even look upon me as their enemy.
But some day they will say that I was their true friend.
From the Hindustani speech on 8th August.
After showing concern for China I said:
I therefore want freedom immediately, this very night, before
dawn, if it can be had. It cannot now wait for the realization of
communal unity. If that unity is not achieved, sacrifices for attain-
ing freedom will need to be much greater than would otherwise
have been the case. The Congress has to win freedom or be wiped
out in the effort. The freedom which the Congress is struggling to
achieve will not be for Congressmen alone but for the whole of the
Indian people.
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